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THE following remarks were made by Elder-Charles W. Penrose at the 
Salt Lake Stake Conference, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday —~ 
afternoon, March 13th, 189832 

There is but a little time left for me to ines Wins I * 1 
under the same good Spirit which has prevailed while we have been 
listening to the remarks of Elder Grant. We are all pleased to see him 
and to hear his voice again in public, and I hope he will be spared many 
years yet to preach the Gospel of the kingdom and to bear his testimony 
to the truths that he has briefly touched upon this afternoon. 

In listening to testimonies like that which we have heard, persons who 
are not familiar with what God has done in the earth in the last days, 
and the reasons for it, are likely to ask the questions: “What need was 
there for John the Baptist to come and restore the authority which he 
had? Why did Peter, James and John come to earth to ordain men to the 
authority which they held? And what necessity was there for the Book 
of Mormon to be introduced to the people of this generation, seeing that 
they have the Bible? There area great many Christian ministers, churches 
almost without number, and hosts of good people who believe in God the 
Father and in Jesus Christ and who are trying to lead devoted, holy lives. 
Then what need is there for all this? Why should there be a new revela- 
tion? Have we not sufficient in the scriptures—the Old and the New 
Testaments? And have we not Plenty of preachers, and plenty of re- 
ligion already?” 

These are questions that arise in people’s onlin when they hear laben 
day Saints speak of the restoration of the Gospel and of the authority of 
the Holy Priesthood. For a few moments let us consider these questions. 
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It is perfectly true that we have the Bible. What is it? It is a collection 
of books, said to have been written by men inspired of God. The original 
manuscripts, however, are not to be found; and the books that we have 
in the collection called the Bible refer to a great many other things that 
were given of God to Prophets of old which we do not find included in 
that book. There are also portions of it that are simply historical. Yet 
it is generally held by people in what is called “the Christian world” to 
be inspired of God from Genesis to Revelation; that every word of it is 
the word of God, and that people are bound to be guided by it. Now 
when we look around us in the Christian world, we find the people who 
profess to believe this divided among themselves in regard to the meaning 
of the book. They have not come tothe unity of the faith. The book 
does not bring people to a unity of understanding. Therefore we have 
all these different religious sects, each one claiming to be right; perhaps 
not all of them declaring that the others are wrong, but they are not logi- 
cal unless they do, for truth is never divided against itself, and one truth 
never contradicts another. But we have all these different religious 
denominations, and we have men in them who are preachers. When we 
ask them where they obtained the authority to preach and to administer . 
(for they administer ordinances) in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost, most of them will point to the last chapter of 
Mark or the last chapter of Matthew, where we read that Jesus gave in- 
structions to eleven men—His Apostles. There were twelve, but one of 
them fell by the wayside. Judas betrayed his Master, and was mot after- 
wards numbered among the Apostles. Jesus said to these eleven men, 
whom He had called, whom He had ordained, upon whom He had bestowed 
the same authority as the Father had given to him: 5 ae 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy host. 


“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” | 


This commission, this power and this authority were bestowed solely 
upon these eleven men; and yet ministers of modern times will point to 
this scripture as the source of their authority to administer in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Suppose a man 
ministering now as an ambassador from a foreign nation, when asked for 
his authority, should point to an old commission possessed by some man 
who lived two thousand years ago, what would you think of him? Why, 
you would think him a fit subject for a commission on insanity. Or if a 
man were to attempt to administer as justice of the peace, or a judge, 
upon any such commission as that, he would very likely find his way into 
prison, if not into a lunatic asylum. But in these times, when you ask 
preachers where they obtain their authority to administer in sacred things, 
they point to the scriptures. Some, however, will say, I am called of God. 
How? Why, I feel called in my soul. Is that the way God called men in 
former times? Not according to the Bible, which they point to as the 
word of God. When men of old were called to administer in the name of 
the Lord, they were called by revelation from God, either direct to the 
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individual or through some person or persons who were authorized to act 
for Deity. And the men who held that authority could not call men in- 
discriminately; they had to be led and guided by the Holy Ghost or by 
the voice of God. Take, for instance, the ordination of Saul of Tarsus, 
afterwards called Paul the Apostle. Those of you who are familiar with 
his history in the New Testament know that he was very active in perse- 
cuting the Saints of those times. On his way to Damascus to obtain 
letters whereby he could be instrumental in persecuting more severely 
the people of God, called Saints (they were not called Christians then, 
but Saints; they were first called Christians at Antioch by way of a nick- 
name), Jesus appeared to him. He was an honest man. What he did he 
did sincerely. He thought he was doing God service when he went to 
persecute the Saints. But Christ met him on the way. His light shone 
forth, and the glory was so brilliant that Saul was stricken blind. Jesus 
asked him why he persecuted Him. Saul was carried blind into Damas- 
cus. In giving an account of this, Saul says: 


Bs. one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, en a good 
rt of all the Jews which dwelt there, 
* unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy 


sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him. 
‘And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 


shouldst know His will, and see that Just One, and shouldst hear the 


voice of His mouth. 
“For wh shalt be His witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and 


heard. 

“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22. 12—16.) 

Now, one would suppose, particularly a modern Christian, that Saul 
was then and there authorized to go out and administer in the name of 
the Lord and bear this witness. He had seen Christ, he had heard the 
voice of His mouth; a servant of God had come to him and predicted 
what he should do; he had been healed by miracle. Was he not then 

qualified? No. You will find by reading the 13th chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, that after all this had passed by for some time, as certain 
prophets and teachers ministered before the Lord, the Holy Ghost said 
unto them: 


“Separate me Barnabas and Saul toe the work whereunto I have called 


them 
“And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on ri 


they sent them away.” 
That is how the Apostle Paul received his authority. Writing to the 
Hebrews, he says: 


“And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron.” (Heb. 5: 4.) 


If you will turn back to the Old Testament, you will find that Aaron 
was called by revelation of God through Moses. 

That is God's way. The other way is man's way. This suthority cannot 
be received from man. It must come from God. 
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“So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high — but he | 
that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee. 

“As he saith also in another 4 Thou art a rien forever after the 
order of Melchisedek.“ Verses 5, 6. 


As-God called Christ, so Christ called His Apostles, and gave them 
similar authority and power, and sent them out. But that does not give 
anybody authority now. It must come, if at all, in the same way. But 
our modern ministers tell us that there has been no revelation from God 
since the days when John the Apostle was on the island of Patmos and 
received that revelation which is recorded and placed last in the New 
Testament. The common idea is that the last few verses of the last chap- 
ter of the Book of Revelation contain the last revelation from God. A 
very great mistake! In the first place, the Book of Revelation is not put 
in its chronological order. John the Apostle wrote his gospel after that 
book was written, and he wrote his epistles afterwards. But nee that 
by, what the Revelation say? 


“For I unto * that heareth the words of the beer 

of this book, if any man 1 add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this book : 

* if any man shall take away from the words of the bock of this 

rophecy shall take away his part out of the book of life, rag out : 

e holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” 


What book? Why, this book, this revelation that John had on the i is- 
land of Patmos, which he was commanded to write. That does not refer 
to the Bible. There was no such a volume then. That was compiled 
hundreds of years afterwards. Does it say there that God would give no 
more revelation? Certainly not. It simply says that man shall not add 
to that which God gives. No man has the right to add to the word of 
God. Does that take away the right of God to add to His own word or to 
give more revelation when He chooses? Does that muzzle Deity? Does 
that stop the mouth of the Almighty, that He is to speak no more to the 
children of men? We are told that God is an unchangeable being. Well, 
God from the beginning, when necessity arose and when people were 
prepared for His word, raised up Prophets and holy men, and inspired 
them to speak and to write by the power of the Holy Ghost, and that 
was His word. And He has not changed. He is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever. But during the long night of darkness that has inter- 
vened since the wicked people of this earth put out the glorious lights 
which God set in their midst to enlighten their minds—during that long 
night of darkness, the people have not believed in revelation from 
God. Their teachers and preachers have instructed them that revelation 
has ceased. To use their words, “The awful voice of prophecy is closed 
forever.” So the people have not been looking for it; and according to 
their faith so it has been unto them. They have had no faith that God 
would send angels again. They have had no faith that God would 
speak again from heaven. They have had no faith that Christ would 
manifest Himself in person. But they have been led by the doctrines 
and commandments of men. Still, during that. * night * darkness, 
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and there 
has been the moon, which has reflected light; but not the original sun- 
light that which comes from the sun of righteousness. Darkness has 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the people.“ There -have been a 
great many good people, a great many good preachers.and lecturers, many 
great reformers. They have done their best. They have tried toenlighten 
the minds of men. Still among them all there have been so. many who 
have preached for hire and divined for money, and have made merchandise 
the souls of mankind. 

Now, in these last digs; 
we read of in the Bible refer in these last days of wickedness, of trouble, 
of judgments, of conflicts, of wars, and a time such as never was. known 


from the beginning, God, the Eternal Father, who spoke in times past by 


the Prophets, and in the meridian of time by His Son Jesus Christ has 
spoken again from the heavens, and has re-established His Church on 
earth—the same Church that Christ. established; that is, in the same 
form, with the same power and authority, with the same Gospel, with the 
same gifts and blessings, with the same holy Apostleship. And in order 
that it might be fully restored these personages had to appear: John 
the Baptist came and ordained. Joseph and Oliver, as we have heard this 
afternoon, to the lesser Priesthood—the Priesthood: by which John had the 
authority to baptize for the remission of sins. He could not lay his hands 


upon the people. that they might receive the Holy Ghost; but he promised 


them that there was one coming among them, mightier than he, the 
latchet of whose shoes he was not worthy to unloose, and he should bap- 
tize them with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Jesus Christ, after He was 
baptized, taught His Apostles that the time would come when this Spirit 
should be poured out upon them. Jesus was baptized in the river Jor- 
dan; not with water sprinkled upon Him, or with the sign of the cross 
upon Him; but He went into the river, and John baptized Him there. 
He “came up out of the water, and the Spirit of God descended: upon 


Him in the form of a dove, and the Father said, This is my beloved Son, 


in whom I am well pleased, Matt. 3: 16, 17. After this He went forth in 
His ministry. He called the Apostles, gave them authority and taught 
them what they should teach. They were not to go out and teach by the 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in the demonstration and power of the 
Holy Ghost. Tarry ye at Jerusalem,” said He, until ye are endowed with 
power from on high,” and n there until: the pets 
upon them on the day of Pentecost. 

Now, these Apostles had the authority * 
He obtained it from His Father. So in the last days, when the Gospel 
was restored and the Church of Christ was re-established, Peter, James 
and John, to whom Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom, came and laid 
their hands upon Joseph: and Oliver, and ordained them to the Apostle- 
ship. Thus the Apostieship has been restored—not in name only, but in 
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It is the Church of Christ re-established. It is the only true and living 
Church on the face of the earth with which God is well pleased, so He 
says, speaking of the Church collectively and not individually. | 

Well, what about all these numerous Christian sects, and all the good 
people that have belonged to them? Are they lost? By no means. They 
wandered into darkness and error. We might ask the question, What has 
become of all the heathen who have died and never heard the name of 
Jesus? We are told in the Scriptures that there is no other name given 
under heaven whereby man can be saved but the name of Christ Jesus. 
What has become of all of them, then? Some of the answers of modern 
ministers to this question are almost too horrible to repeat. I was read- 
ing the confession of faith of one of the churches the other day, in which 
it was declared that there was no warrant anywhere in Scripture that 
any of these heathen could be saved because they had never heard the 
name of Jesus. 

God has revealed in these days His plan of salvation, and there is only 
one, because He is one. That looks to me almost like a self-evident pro- 
position, that God, the Eternal Father, the Creator of the universe, who 
is one, has but one religion. Is it conceivable that that Great Being 
would reveal half a dozen or three or four hundred different religions, to 
perplex and divide mankind and to darken their understanding? He isa 
God of truth. His ways are the ways of truth, and they are one eternal 
round. “I am the Lord: I change not” is His own word. There is but 
one true religion. “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life,” said Jesus, the Son of God, the Great Teacher, and few there 
be that find it; while broad is the way that leadeth unto destruction, and 
many there be that go in thereat.” There cannot be more than one true 
religion; that is God’s religion. Men have no right to invent religions; 
and if they do, then they are only men’s religions. Jesus came to teach 
God's religion. He said: “I speak nothing of Myself; but that which I 
hear, that I’speak.” My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent Me. If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God or whether I speak of Myself.” He laid down a very simple proposi- 
tion to Nicodemus, who came to Him by night, as we read in the third 
chapter of John, 5th verse. Said He: ‘Verily, I say unto you, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus 
could not understand this; so He explained it further: -“ Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3: 3,5.) Here is a plain pro- 
position from the Savior. Here is the narrow way. He was the way, the 
truth, and the life. He set the example. He went into the river Jordan, 
and a man who was a Prophet of God, whom God had ordained and ap- 
pointed, baptized Him. He was born of water. He came forth from the 
liquid grave, and He was born of the Spirit. Here is the pattern! 

The Lord has restored the authority to administer these things. Men 
living on the earth now have the right to baptize in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, because that authority has 
been sent down from heaven. Men have been called, appointed and or- 
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dained by that authority; and what they loose on earth is loosed in heaven. 
When they baptize a man in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, for the remission of sins, his sins are remitted, through 
the blood of Christ, which was shed for the remission of sins to all who 
will obey Him. And when people are baptized by that authority, their 
sins are remitted. Then these men have authority to lay their hands 
upon the baptized believer, and confer upon him the gift of the Holy 
Ghost; and the Holy Ghost comes upon that person, he is baptised in it, 
and he is born of the water and of the Spirit, and he can inherit the king- 
dom of God. That is Christ’s way. Take up the New Testament and 
read all through it, and you will find that that was the teaching of all the 
Apostles when they went out in the name of the Lord and by the author- 
ity which they held. That was the true Gospel—the beginning, if you 
please, of the Gospel of Christ. The Church was organized with Apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, and all the orders which we 
have this afternoon lifted up our hands to heaven to sustain—not by 
giving them money, not by payment of hire, but to sustain them in our 
faith and prayers and by our obedience to their teachings. That is what 
we have covenanted this afternoon todo. The power and authority of 
this Priesthood is here, as Brother Grant has borne testimony. I bear my 
testimony also that Jesus is the Christ, and that He has been revealed in 
these last days. This is His Church; for He has set it up. Heis its 
Living Head. It is His word that comes to the Church through the chan- 
nels which He has appointed.. Therefore, this is His Church; and it is 
rightly named, the Church of Jesus Christ of a Sainte, because 
we live in the latter days. 

But what about all these other . Why, the 1 will come 
when all persons, whether they belong to a church or not, whether they 
live in a Christian land or not, will hear this one Gospel. I know that 
modern teachings are to the effect that when a man dies, that is the end 
of his chances. It is a most absurd proposition, and it is contrary to scrip- 
ture, if we are to be guided by that. The tender mercies of God are over 
all His works.” When people depart out of the body, they have just as 
much power to believe, to repent, to reform, according to the sphere in 
which they move, as they have in the body. They are intelligent, res- 
ponsible beings just the same out of the body as in the body. As Christ 
went to preach to the spirits in prison who were disobedient in the days 
of Noah, as recorded by the Apostle Peter in the 3rd chapter of his first 
Epistle, 18—20 verses, so in the good time of the Lord everyone who has 
breathed the breath of life and has departed out of the body into the 
spirit world, will have an opportunity of receiving God's truth and accept- 
ing God's religion. But they must all come to the truth, oome to the life 


and to the light. Those that have done things worthy of stripes will be 


beaten, some with a few stripes, some with many; some will have to pay 
“the uttermost farthing” for their corruption, wickedness and abomina - 
tions. Eternal justice will surely claim itaown. But mercy will step in 
when justice is satisfied; and the time will come when every knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is the Christ, to the glory 
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of God the Father.” Christ will gain the victory, Satan will be overcome, 
evil will be driven away, and this earth, which God created for His chil- 
dren, will be purified and made glorious, like a sea of glass mingled with 
ire, as John saw in the Revelation. Christ will bring forth all from the 
grave. The sea will give up the dead which are in it; death and hell will 
deliver up the dead which are in them, and all will be judged according 
to their works. Eternal justice will point out where and what place they 
shall have in the “many mansions” that God has prepared for His chil- 
dren. He has a place forall things, and He will n n . 
place. 
This, in a very brief way, is something in relation to the Gospel hat 
God has restored in these last days. There is no time now to enter into 
these things in detail but I will say that this is the reason why there was 
need for the Gospel to be restored. This is the reason why the Book of 
Mormon had to be brought forth, giving the ancient history of this con- 
tinent, showing how Christ came here after His resurrection and estab- 
lished His Church here, with the same Gospel, and power, and Priesthood 
that wason theeastern hemisphere. This hemisphere was not then known 
to that side of the earth. This book has been brought forth by the power 
of God, and translated by the Prophet Joseph Smith. It: contains the 
Gospel of Christ, in its purity, in great simplicity and plainness. It is 
the same testimony as is recorded in the Bible. The two books run to- 
gether like two drops of water, and become one; for both are true, and 
truth never contradicts itself. The reason why this had to come forth, 
with the revelation of the Priesthood and the establishment of the true 
Church, was because darkness had been upon the earth for hundreds of 
years, and the people had become divided and subdivided, and they- were 
quarreling and jangling over points of doctrine, with no voice from heaven 
to decide. There was no light from out of eternity to chase away the 
darkness from their minds. Men were teaching by their wisdom and by 
their learning the things which had been taught them in college, whereas 
the things of God can only be made manifest by the Spirit of God. Now 
in these last days, in God’s eternal mercy, He has established His Church 
again. He raised up a Prophet, whom the people of this nation put to 
death, like the Prophets of old were slain. Which of the Prophets,” said 
Jesus, “have not your fathers slain?” That has been their history from 
the beginning. He sealed his testimony with his blood. We who have 
been gathered from all nations to these mountain tops, because of the 
faith in the Gospel, ean bear testimony that God has given us the witness 
that He raised this man up to introduce the latter-day dispensation, the 
dispensation of the fulness of times; to introduce this holy Priesthood 
again; to set up the Church as of old, with all the authority, and orders, 
and blessings, and gifts, and Spirit; and ordinances, end everything per- 
this Church will abide. We no 
| power bonendh the sun that can root it out, because it is God's work. We 


do not profess to be anything very great. We do not profess to be very 
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much better than our fellows, although we ought to be, for the light and 
truth that God has revealed to us; but to God be all the glory. It is His 
work, He revealed it. He will sustain it. Is will abide. It will: prevail. 
The honest and the true in all nations and climes will come to the standard 
that God has reared. Those that refuse the message God has sent, those 
that shut their eyes to the light, they must reap the consequences of their 
own wickedness and folly. They are in the hands of the great Creator. 
But the true and the good from every land will rally around this standard 
that God has raised. They will receive the Gospel; they will repent of 
their sins; they will be beptined by those that have authority to administer 
it for the remission of their sins; they will receive the Holy Ghost by the 
laying on of hands. And then the light of God will illuminate their souls, 
and they will receive a witness from God for themselves that the work is 
true; for the promise is just as good to-day as when Christ made it with 
His own lips when he was on earth—he that doeth the will of the Father 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God or not. So doubt flees, 
misunderstanding is scattered, and the light of the Lord shines in and 
our souls ars filled with it, and with joy and gladness. We realize that 
the Comforter guides into all truth, shows things to come, and comforts 
our souls in the knowledge of God. 

This is my testimony. 1 know that these things are true as I know that 
I stand here, and I bear my testimony to them. May God bless this testi- 
‘mony, and bless all who will seek unto Him for light and for truth; may 
the darkness be scattered, and may doubt. and division, strife and evil be 
banished from the earth; and may the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
shine forth to the uttermost parts of the earth and of the spirit world, 
that God may be glorified and His work c consummated. Even 80. Amen. 


: Worps.—If the merely idle word: is one day to be accounted for and 
judged, what of the untrue, the impure, the profane, the malignant and 
cruel words with which this earthly air is continually charged? Only a 
movement of the lips, a moment's stirring of the air, and all is silent, as 
though the word had never been spoken; yet a fellow-creature’s happiness 
has been blighted; a heavy burden has been made still heavier to bear; 4 
heart has been robbed of its guilelessness and trust; the sped has been 
sown of a career that ends in ruin and death. These words are not dead. 
Though they seem to be buried in everlasting oblivion, yet when the 
judgment throne is set and earth’s myriads are gathered together to be 
by their words justified or by their words condemned, they will return 
with solemn, re 7 ng echo out of the darkness of the past, and fall 
with dismay and shame on the ears of those who spoke them. And those 
other words—faithful, pure, ‘benign—passing to and fro among ‘men like 
white-winged angels, carrying messages of love and hope and healing 
from heaven ; words almost divine in their ennobling influence, helping us 
and upward along life's journey those, too, will awake from 

their sacred’ slumber, and “amid the murmur of the 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1898. 


RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. 


THERE is no question that has come before the people of Great Britain 
that illustrates more plainly the necessity of modern feen than the 
ritualistic discussion in the Anglican Church. 

A church divided against itself with no authority 0 on earth to set mat- 
ters right is a sorry spectacle indeed. The Savior says, “If a house be 
divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” The whole trouble lies 
in the fact that men have discarded the simple principles of the Gospel 
as taught and practiced by the Savior and His Apostles and have adopted 
“Mystery, Babylon” instead. The Prophet Isaiah saw that the “way. of 
holiness” would be so plain that “the wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein.” 

To clear away the mvatery that prevails, the Lord in His mercy has 
sent down the holy angel that John saw “fly in the midst of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.“ 
Light has come into the world in the midst of darkness but “the dark- 
ness comprehendeth it not.” If men in this age would only give heed to 
the light and receive it in God’s appointed way, the mists of Babylon 
would flee away and all would see eye to eye, and preachers would follow 
the admonition of Paul in I Cor. 1: 10: “Now I beseech. you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

The Gospel revealed through the Prophet of the N ineteenth . Centary, 
Joseph Smith, is the same Gospel that was preached by Christ. and the 
Apostles in Stas days, with the same forms of ordinances and with the _ 
same Spirit made manifest through the same gifts of prophecy, healing, 
tongues, interpretations, etc. The church is organized with Apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, holding the same authority 
that was conferred upon these officers in the days of the Savior, with the 
same promises to the believers, which are literally fulfilled, as is testified 
by the tens of thousands who have tested its truth by complying with the 
requirements enjoined therein. 

The Elders are going forth as did those of ald, preaching unto. shod na- 
tions the same doctrines, suffering the same proscriptions and persecutions, 
enduring the same contumely and reproach, without money and without 


price, and, being inspired by the same apts, they preach the same. doo- 
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trine whether in Europe, Asia, Africa, America, or on@he islands of the 
sea. If differences of opinion arise they have access to the sure word of 
prophecy and revelation that maketh known all r n. past, 
— to come. 


Frou. the Hews oad a general 
ing of the members of the Clerkenwell Vestry held in the Town Hall, 
Rosebery Avenue, London, there was some dissatisfaction manifest in re- 
gard to the action of the Chairman and Clerk in letting the Council 
Chamber to the Mormons. In answer to such objections we find the fol 
lowing: “Mr. Tripp said that he had seen the Mormons at their home in 
Salt Lake City, and he could say a better community of people did not 
exist in the wide world over, but there was a prejudioe against them.“ 
(Mr. Johnson, Query.) “Perhaps Mr. Johnson would be one day able to 
spare om time to go and see them, and then he would be able to judge for 
himself.” 

It is refreshing men as Mr. Tripp manfally state 
the truth as they find it and that in the face of a prejudiced public opinion. 

The Latter-day Saints are becoming better known, and their defamers 
ic soon be . . proper place, that is to shame and final 
oblivion. 


Ar the ails Guildhall on Wednesday, October 12, Thomas Lock, 
a member of an organization styling themselves Anti-Mormons, was fined 
58. and costs amounting in all to 21s. 6d. for disturbing a meeting of the 


THE yA Line 8. 8. 1 which sailed from Glasgow « on October 
6, 1898, with a company of Elders and emigrating Saints on board, . 
in New York on October 18 at 3 o'clock a.m. All well. | 


Argivats.—The following’ missionaries from Zion at 
ton per American Line 8. s. Pennland, on October 12, 1898: For the 
British Mission—William Smith of Mill Creek. For the ‘Scandinavian 
Mission—Peter Jensen and A. A. Larsen of Geneva, and A: H. Erickson of 
Salt Lake City. For the German Mission—Walter Alder of Salt Lake 


1 William Smith has been n to labor as a Travel- | 
ing Elder in the 


Saints of the Nottingham ‘Conference District will be held in the Co- 
operative Hall, corner of Grey Friar Gate and Stanford St., Nottingham, 
on Sanday; October 80, 1898. “Meetings will commence at 10:30 m. and 
2:30 and 6 p.m. 
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NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


Tae of the. Latter-day Saints i in N 
district convened in the Victoria Hall Building, Saint Andrews Street, 
Norwich, Sunday, October 16th, 1898. Among those in attendance were 
Rulon S. Wells, president of the European Mission, President John F. 
Porter and all the Traveling Elders of the Norwich Conference. ‘Meetings 
were held at 10:30 a. m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

In the morning meeting the Sacrament was administered by Elders 
Henry Crane and J. Fred. Daynes. 

President John F. Porter made a few opening remarks, and presénted 
the names of the general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of 
the European Mission, who were unanimously sustained; Elder John F. 
Porter was sustained as President of the Norwich Conference, and the 
following Traveling Elders to labor in their respective districts: John H. 
Ford, John Jones and Henry Catmull in the Norwich district; Ezra B. 
Parrish and William R. Gedge in the Ipswich district; Thos. West and 
Henry Crane in the Beccles district; Joseph Howard, J. Fred. Daynes and 
Thomas M. McCune in the Lowestoft: district. 

The statistical report for the six months ending September 30, 1896, then 
read, was as follows: High Priest, 1; Seventies, 10 (missionaries from 
Zion); ; Local Priesthood—Elders, 10; Priesta, 8; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 2; 
total number of officers and Weber. exclusive of missionaries, 161; obil- 
dren under eight years of age, 33; total number of souls, 194. Tracts dis- 
tributed—from door to door, 12,703; in open-air meetings, 5,757; books 
loaned, 96; given away, 29; sold, 10; strangers houses visited with first 
tract Galy, 4,701; by first invitation, 145; by re-invitation; 362; Gospel 
conversations, 1,246. Méetings held—in hall, 93; cottage, 95; out-door, 
284; M. I. A. Sessions, 6; Bible classes, 8; baptisms, 19; confirmations, 19; 
children blessed; 1; ‘geenowed, 1; received, 1; emigrated, 1. 

A few remarks were made by Elders Henry Catmull, Thos. West, ‘Hiety 
Crane and John H. Ford. 

In the afternoon meeting 
Howard and Exra B. Parrish. n 
At the evening meeting President Ralon 8. Wells and John F. Porter 

addressee the congregation. 

‘Notwithstanding the inslemency of the weather,’ the. and 
evening meetings were well attended both by Saints and strangers. 

A Priesthood meeting was held as usual on Monday morning, October 
17, 1898, at Gordon Hall, Duke Street, at which each Elder gave, in brief, 
& summary of his labors, and received some excellent counsel’ and advice 
from President Wells. EN 

In the evening the Sainte and their friends met in a social capacity ab 
Gordon Hall, when a program consisting of songs, recitations, and musical 
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BISHOP BUTLER'S ARGUMENT! 


Ir is a ar riking coincidence that every argument “ne by the 
celebrated Bishop Butler in favor of “the particular evidence for Christi- 
anity” applies with equal force and with like consistency to the Latter- 
day Saints to-day. 

Butlers “Analogy of Religion” (first published in 1736) is justly con- 
sidered one of the strongest arguments ever put forth in defence of the 
credibility of revealed religion; and of the analogy between the course of 
nature and the claims of Christianity. In chapter 7 he gives what he 
considers the truth of 
thus: 

6 Apostles, as of the common matters 
related in them. This, indeed, could not have been affirmed by any reasonable man, if 
the authors of these books, like a eee appeared to make an enter- 
taining manner of writing their aim. ~ the facts, both miraculous and natural, in 
Scriptare, are related in plain, anadorn narrative” 

This strong indication of truthfulness, that the language i in which the 
alleged miracles and visions are reported, in no way savors of that ex- 
travagance and unreality which nearly always occurs in the descriptions 
of prodigies and wonders, is chisracteristic in a high degree of the writings 
of the het Joseph Smith. The historical narratives of the visions of 
the Prophet and of all the recorded miracles he wrought and the mani- 
festations given him, are, like those of ancient Scripture, set forth in the 
plain words. of truth and soberness. The narratives are natural, una- 
dorned, circumstantial, and entirely unlike those of fanatical elation or of 
conscious déception. | Butler argues, concern- 
ing the Scriptures that: 

“The how it came to 
can any other account of it be easy and direct.” . 


explanation of the revelations brought forth by Joseph Smith, than that 
they really were revelations from God. They could not have been the 
effects of ecstasy or hallucination; they are clear, simple, and matter of 
fact. ‘They could.not. have been the effects of cunning and-deception: his 
life of trial and death by martyrdom in their defense show that he himself 
was absolutely certain both of their reality and of their divinity. They 
could not have been of the devil; for their whole tendency is to increase 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Bavior of 
after His example. (I John 4: 1—3). Says Butler: 

be confronted by the ther side; shone be 
any; or general incredibility in the things related; or inconsistence in the general turn 
of the things related. Butsince . . . the appearance is that it is an authentic his- 
tory, it cannot be determined that it is fictitious, without some proof that it is so. a 


Ta I hove heard, ha hoon written: and ad 
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azainst Joseph Smith and the work he inaugurated, little or nothing in 
the way of historical refutation has ever appeared. Ridicule, defamation, 
opon insult and persecution,—these make up almost the entire argument 
hitherto launched by the opponents of Mormonism against the Latter-day 
Saints. But these things are no answer to direct testimony and evidence 
of facts; and Butler observes that “it lies upon unbelievers to show “aise 
this evidence i is not to be credited.” | 


In 


them the author declares that he received the gospel . . . not. from the rest of the 
_ Apostles, but alone from Christ Himself and he declares further that he was 
endued with a power of working miracles . . . _ speaks of frequent and great variety 


of miraculous gifts, as then subsisting in those very churches to which he was writing 
to another of a thing which was as familiar sa anything in the world,” 


J Joseph Smith likewise received the Gospel from Christ Himself. followed, 
as in the case of the early Apostles, by the ministration of e and of 
heavenly visions. He professed to be endowed with like miraculous gifts, 
which were exercised in the presence of many persons and on all kinds of 
occasions. He speaks familiarly of these gifts, as of matters well known 
to his contemporaries, just as the Church continues to exercise and to 


speak of them. Butler proceeds: 

seems distinguished by this Il. ¢. 
» + « It does in no sort appear that Mahometanism was first received into the world 
upon the foot of supposed miracles . . . for as revelation is itself miraculous, all 
pretence to it must necessarily imply some pretence of miracles, . . Single things 
of this sort are easy to be accounted for after parties are formed and have power in their 
hands. But before anything of this kind, for a few persons, and those of the 
loweet rank, all at once to bring over such great anmbers to « new religion, and to get i 
to be received upon the particular evidence of miracles, this is quite another thing. 


Now, all this is precisely what has characterized the Church founded 
by revelation in these days. It is distinguished from all others by its 
claim to the possession of all the gifts and blessings that formerly belonged 
to the Church; by its claim to being set up by God Himself; by its small 
beginnings among the poor; by its growth; by its apparent Seating: 3 by 
the hope and zeal of its followers, but, above all, by its fruits. 

Bishop Butler especially one line upoa which 
he places much reliance: — salt 


parts of the world, should forsake the religion of their country, in which they had been 
educated; separate themselves from their friends . . and embrace a religion which 
could not but expose them to many inconveniences . . . it cannot be supposed that 
such numbers should make so great and, to say the least, so inconvenient a change in 
their whole institution of life, unless they were really convinced of the truth of those 
testimony is the same as if they had put it in writing. . And it is real evidence, 
ol. 


This tho kind of historical Which ‘this 
subsequent conduct of the Latter-day Saints offer to the world. They 
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1 country, relatives, home, in order to unite themselves with the 
main body of the people. They are reproached, evilly éntreated, defamed, 
yet they persist in clinging to a system of religion which brings upon 
them these consequences. What theory will suitably explain their con- 
duct? Men who venture much, usually do it in hope of fair advantages; 
but in this case the change in life is made in full view of many of the dis- 
agreeable consequences to follow. As Butler observes: 8 


be acknowedged too; and their backwardness even to believe, and greater still to prac- 
tise, what makes against their interest. And it must be remembered that education and 


So to-day, authority, tradition, self-interest, and human pride and ambi- 
tion, are all arrayed against the Saints; yet they continue to thrive and 
they glory in being reproached for the name of Christ. Any answer to 
this remarkable fact, that consists merely in alleging that in times past 
numberleas enthusiastic people, in different ages and countries, have ex- 
posed themselves to like dangers and have even given up their lives, for 
the most idle of follies, is sharply controverted by Butler in these words: 


‘*Testimony is no proof of enthusiastic opinions, yet it is allowed to be a proof of facts. 
And a person’s laying down his life in attestation of facts, or of opinions, is the strongest 
proof of bis believing them. The powers of enthusiasm are very wonderful. 
But if great numbers of men, not appearing in any peculiar degree weak, nor under any 
peculiar suspicion of negligence, affirm that they saw and heard such things plainly with 
their eyes aad their ears, and are admitted to be in earnest; such testimony is evidence 
of the strongest kind we can have, for any matter of fact. Yet, possibly it may be over- 
come, strong as it is, by incredibility in the things thus attested, or by contrary testimony. 
. « » But till such incredibility be shown, or contrary testimony produced, it cannot 
surely be expected that so far-fetched, so indirect and wonderful an account of such testi- 
mony as that of enthusiasm (an account so strange that the generality of mankind can 
scarce be made to understand what is meant by it) it cannot, I say, be expected that 
it, that people really saw and heard [these things]. _ | 


The history of the modern Prophet and of the ober n to thie 
cause shows that they believed the things for which they laid down their 
lives. Men do not grow thus enthusiastic for nothing, much less for 
what is worse than nothing—fraud and imposture. The strong testimony 
to the truth borne by the sufferings and labors of successive generations 
of the’ Latter-day Saints, cannot be accounted for by enthusiasm, any 
more than could the like testimonies of the former-day Saints. No one 
has yet put forth contrary evidence against them, or against the credi- 
bility of the things to which they testify. The importance of the facts to 
which they testify, the obligations to truthfulness they are under in bear- 
ing such a message to the world, the nature of the punishment which 
would await them as deceivers of mankind if their message were false, 
these considerations are sufficient to dispose of the objections hitherto 
raised against the testimony of this people, which therefore stands un- 


challenged, and the of mankind. 
= J. H. P. 
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